
-o
f

Cossio County Courthouse . Commission Chambers
7459 Overlond Ave . Room 206 . Burley lD 83318

9:00 AM
The Cassia County Board of Commissioners met today at the place and time as posted by agenda

pursuant to ldaho Code 5 74-204 for Open Meetings Law.

ACTION AGENDA I

1) 9:06 AM Call toorder
2) Pledge of Allegiance and prayer

3) 9:08 AM Roll Call

Roll Call.
Present: Leonard M. Beck - Chair, Kent R. Searle - Member, Bob Kunau - Member, Kerry McMurray - Assistant to
Board (Not voting), Cally Velasquez - Deputy Clerk (Not voting).

4) 9:09 AM Calendar, meetings, committee reports, and correspondence were reviewed.

al 519/2oza - Region lV Development meeting in Fairfield.

b) Matters discussed during a recent Republican Central Committee meeting were briefly reviewed.

c) Searle reported on a discussion with Treasurer Greener regarding recent legislative updates. He missed

that meeting last week to attend his Public Safety Communications meeting.

d) Eeck said Mr. McMurray sent him a document related to Solid Waste declaring a truck as surplus to aid

in the County dealing directly with them as a public entity.
e) Deputy Clerk Velasquez reported that Early Vote starts today and goes through next Friday ahead of the

May 21't Primary Election.
f) McMurray reported that he had received some correspondence he wanted to discuss in Executive

Session under ldaho Code g 74-206 (1Xc) to deliberate acquisition of an interest in real property.

5) 9:17 AM Approve payables for 5/6l2O2a

9:17 AM Motion and Action: Approve payables as presented on 5/612024 in the amount of 5646,433.80, Moved

by Bob Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

6) 9:20 AM Approve minutes from 4/29/2024

9:20 AM Motion and Action: Approve minutes from 4/29/2024 as presented, Moved by Kent R. Searle -

Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion passed unanimously.
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9:20 AM Prosecutor Larsen entered the meeting.



7) 9:21 AM Approval of an alcohol caterin8 permit request for Palace Events Center LLC (1 Day - Beer, Wine,
Liq uor)
a) This was addressed later in the meeting, after Prosecutor Larsen obtained information on statute with

regards to the hours being applied for on the application.
b) 11:52 AM lssue was revisited. Statute allows for a permit to go up to five consecutive days. The

application is for 5:00 PM on 5/78/2024 to 12:59 AM on 5/t9/2O24.
c) Another concern was discussed about the conflict that may exist with the conditional use permit for the

operation of the rodeo during those hours. McMurray believed it was two separate issues in that the
CUP did not address the limitation of alcohol sales, just the operation of the rodeo past a certain time.

d) McMurray will investigate if any conflict exists and alert the property owners.
e) The Board opted to approve the permit on condition that it comply with the conditional use permit

guidelines in place for the operation of the rodeo.

11:56 AM Motion and Action: Approve the Alcohol Catering Permit for Palace Events Center, LLC, one-day
event, with the stipulation that their time asked for coincide with the time allowed by the facility's conditional
use permit, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member. Motion passed

unanimously.

8) 9:24 AM Approval of Clerk's Office recommendations rega rding junior college Certificates ofResidency

9:24 AM Motion and Action: Approve Clerk's Office recommendations to approve 18 and deny one junior
college Certificates of Residency as presented, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle -

Member. Motion passed unanimously.

9) 9:25 AM Personnel Matters - Change of Status Requests

a) Road&Bridge-Michael carr - Roads Worker - new hire
b) Prosecutor - Alaina Lacey - Legal lntern - new hire

9:26 AM Motion and Action: Approve Change of Status Requests as presented, Moved by Kent R. Searle -

Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

10) 11:15 AM Executive Session

11:15 AM Motion and Action: Enter Executive Session pursuant to ldaho Code 574-206 (1) (b) to consider

personnel issues and ldaho Code 974-206 (1) (c) to deliberate acquisition of an interest in real property, Moved

by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member.

Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 3).

Yes: Kent R. Searle - Member, Bob Kunau - Member, Leonard M. Beck - Chair.

11:51 AM Upon exit of Executive Session, the board took the matter under advisement
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11) 9:27 AM Continue plans for a summer employee picnic including but not limited to location, time, food, and
optional additional attendees
a) Beck said he visited with Deputy Auditor Wallace about the rebate from county credit cards. There is an

amount that can be used to fund the picnic.

b) Locations were discussed. They wanted to hold it close to the county offices but can't use the lodge hall
anymore as it is planned for demolition. The city park next door was suggested as it has been used in the
past.

c) The item will be kept on the agenda for further discussions.
l2l L2:OO PM Historical Society request to purchase railroad car wheels

a) Kunau requested this be held until he receives word. No invoice has been received yet.
b) 1:57 PM Matter to be on the agenda again for next week.

13) 12:01 PM Review and approve Zwygart John & Associates Engagement Letter for the FY2024 lndependent
and Federal Single Audits
a) The fee for the independent audit will be 522,000.00 and the Federal Single Audit will be 55,000.00.

12:01 PM Motion and Action: Approve the engagement letter from Zwygart John & Associates for the FY2O24

lndependent and FederalSingle Audits, Moved by Bob Kunau - Member, Seconded by Kent R. Searle - Member
Motion passed una n imously.

t4) L2:03 PM Discuss how to move forward on implementation of the Agriculture Protection Areas Act (H.B.

608)
a) Legislature passed this bill and it takes effectl/1,12024. The purpose ofthe bill was to provide an

opportunity for those that own agricultural Iands to put them into an agriculture protection area. lt will
become Title 67, Chapter 97.

b) The lands would carry that designation for 20 years and could be renewed. The lands could be removed
from the protection designation after 10 years or under specified conditions of hardship.

c) The bill requires the County to have an ordinance in place by 1,/L/2O25 about how the county is going to
dealwith these designated lands, how protection areas will be determined, and have an Agriculture
Protection Area Commission appointed.

d) The commission must consist of three to five members and the bill discusses the areas of expertise
which should be included when considering who to appoint. The responsibilities outlined in the bill for
commission members are also time-sensitive to comply with its mandatory January 1't deadline when
taking into account irrigation season and harvest season.

e) Theprocessofapplyingforaprotectiondesignationwasdiscussed. lt was pointed out that the
protection of the lands could limit the freedoms of the property owner in some situations and possibly
hinder economic benefit to them if not carefully considered.

f) lt was discussed that the ordinance to be crafted was outside of Planning & Zoning Commissioner's
purview and needed input from the commission to be appointed and the agriculture community for the
Board of County Commissioners to hear.

SCHEDULED ACTION AGENDA ITEMS
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15) 9:30 AM Approval of amendment to 2020 Subrecipient Agreement for HMGP 43L3 Cassia County Oakley
Dam, DR-4313-lD-05
a) David Shirley representing the Goose Creek Flood Control District presented an amendment to the 2020

Subrecipient Grant being sought for improvements on the Oakley Dam relating to damage sustained by
flooding in 2017.

b) The original design that had been engineered and approved for grant money ended up being too
expenslve. Since they revamped the design and changed the scope of work, the application process had

to be done again.

c) The new two-valve design had been approved by FEMA. The new scope includes an air vent system, the
installation of a liner coating on the inside of a tunnel and an enclosure to be built around the new valve
system. They will also need to build a plunge pool as part of the system.

d) The amount sought for in the grant has not increased. The Oakley CanalCompany will increase their
match award amount to cover the additional construction costs of the plunge pool and enclosure.

e) They will also be submitting an extension of time request and tie it to two other projects happening in

the county in order to get the time allowed since they cannot perform some of the work until the tunnel
is empty. They hope to finish the project next spring.

f) Shirley detailed his understanding of the new two-valve system they have proposed. lt answers the
safety concerns and need for redundancy in the system as well as preventing future damage due to
cavitation from a single valve. lt will allow the dam to release more water faster in an emergency.

g) There isn't any change in the liability to the county from what was previously agreed upon in the first
grant.

9:49 AM Motion and Action: Approve amendment to 2020 Subrecipient Agreement for HMGP 4313 Cassia

County Oakley Dam, DR-43L3-lD-05, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member
Motion passed unanimously.

16) 9:51 AM Review and approve Federal Drug Testing Contract - Prewitt
a) Prewitt presented the annual renewal contract that the County has been doing for the last four years,

providing services for all of federal probation and parole groups in Southern ldaho.

b) They don't perform the tests. They just collect the samples and ship them to another facility for testing
The county is paid 510.00 for every sample collected. There are currently 14 individuals that come in.

c) Her office is slated to perform regular drug tests for about 1,876 males and 675 females in the current
month.

9:53 AM Motion and Action: Approve the Federal Drug Testing Contract as presented by Ms. Prewitt, Moved by
Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion passed unanimously.

17) 9:56 AM South Central Public Health (SCPHD) annualbudget proposal presentation
a) Commissioner Hall from Twin Falls, as chairman of the board for SCPHD, made introductions. He said the

proposal includes a 4% increase for employees and a 1% increase in what they ask from the counties.
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b) District Director Melody Bowyer presented the annual budget proposal. The public hearing for their
FY2025 budget will be held in conjunction with their regular me eting,5/L512024, at 1:00 PM at their
Twin Falls office. The Health Heroes Awards ceremony will be held on the same day at 11:30 AM.

c) A proxy vote authorization form was included with the proposaldocumentation should another
commissioner need to attend in Chairman Beck's stead.

d) Also present for questions were Fiscal Officer Jeremy St. Clair, Health Educator Eli Thompson,

Epidemiology Manager Tanis Maxwell, Environmental Health & Preparedness Director Josh Jensen,

Family & Children's Health Division Administrator Logan Hudson, and Regional Environmental Health

Specialist Scott Arnell.
e) Ms. Bowyer reviewed the FY2025 Proposed Budget, estimated revenue sources for the proposed budget

and a county contribution allocation comparison table. They are asking lot 5274,497.00 from Cassia

County, which is an increase of 54,697.00 over last year. The contributions are calculated at 70%

population growth for the county and 30% property valuation for the county. The L% increase in county
fees is an average of the eight counties in the region. The population and valuation numbers are taken
from the [Js census Bureau and the State of ldaho Tax Commission.

f) They received a public health infrastructure grant to provide for some key positions in public health

infrastructure such as hiring an HR manager, a Workforce Development Specialist, and a Health

Education and Outreach representative. They have also pared down other positions they don't expect to
fill that were included as part of the pandemic coverage.

B) Their current reserve fund is S2 million that is not included with other outside dedicated funds. All of the
public health districts as a whole receive about 20% of the total ldaho State Opioid Settlement funds

through a formula set by the Attorney General's Office. The City of Burley is the only city she is aware of
that has reallocated all of their city's portion of funds to the hea lth district.

h) Eli Thompson's position is completely funded by the Opioid Settlement monies. The monies are

projected to continue for the next 17 years or so. They want to use some of the money coming this next

year for mental health projects.

i) 10:19 AM Thompson who works primarily in drug prevention, reviewed some programs and projects he

has been involved with in schools and local medical offices.
j) LO:22 AM Tanis Maxwell, program manager over infectious disease, spoke briefly on services provided

by the health department for tuberculosis (TB). ldaho had about 15 cases of TB in 2023, four of which

were in our region and two of those in Cassia County. This year so far, our region has seen two cases of
TB, one of which is in Cassia County.

kl 1,0:27 AM Scott Arnell mentioned two things the commissioners will be seeing more of in the near

future. The first is the increasing number of food trucks in the area is expected to double in the next

couple years. He explained that when financial times are hard, mobile food units are one of the easiest

businesses to enter with very little capital to make money for the family. All of the current food units

they are aware of have been inspected and meet minimum health requirements.

l) The second is in actual land development. He estimated approximately 150-175 recently platted lots in

the county but only expects the high-end lots such as out on Frenchman's lsland to be developed right

now due to current interest rates.
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10:34 AM Motion and Action: Approve Commissioner Kunau to make the decision on the budget and we sign

the Proxy indicating such, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Leonard M. Beck - Chair.
Commissioner Kunau abstained from the vote. Motion passed.

18) 10:37 AM Consider tax exemption applications
a) Assessor Adams stated for the record that exemptions have not been handled in the past as they should

have been. Some parcels were granted an exemption in perpetuity even though code stated they
require an annualapplication. He is correcting the process to align with ldaho code.

b) The first group of applications were for churches and nonprofit organizations. Of the 23 organizations
that received exemptions last year, all but three have responded with the needed documentation. The

Assessor's Office has gone to great lengths to contact the other three and Adams believes he will get the
needed documents from them if given a little more time.

c) The deadline to approve or deny the applications is5/1512024.
d) IHC Hospital and IHC Health Services have been separated out due to additional considerations that

need to be accounted for.
e) The following parcels were approved for tax exemption under lC 63-6028:

i) Burley United Methodist Church - RP10523E2994O0, RP10523E299449;

ii) church ofJesus christ of Latter-Day saints - RPovw64020001A, RPovw64023001A,
RP10S22E269450, RPIOS23E28217 5, RP10S23E282399A, RP10S23E291655, RP10S23E307260,

RP10S23E307265, RP10S23E307500, RP10S23E307799, RP10S24E318998, Rp10524E340200,

RP1I522EL27199, RP11522E277900, RPrl-522E278247, RPrL522E278302, RP1L523E039001,

Rp11524E06062s, Rp11S24E060630, RP11S27E1031s0, Rp12S23E360000, Rp12525E068600,

RP12525E068701, RP13S22E335270, RP1.3S22 E335280, RP13525E327060, RP13525E327198,

RP13526E123460, RP13S26E123465, RP13S26E123470, RP13526E123530, RP8B001138017A,
RP85G010040074, RP8SP11001001A, RP8SW01003001A, RPDC2030006945, RPDD003001005A,

RpoK002011004c, RPoK002016001c, RPoK002022001c, RPoK0020220028, Rp000060030010;
iii) Calvary Baptist Church - RP00017001001A;

iv) Central Latin American District Assemblies of God Church - RP10523E320755, RP8SP310010090;

v) El Buen Samaritano Ministerio lnc - RPBHM01007016A;

vi) Faith Baptist Church - RP880011340084;

vii) First Baptist Church of Burley - RPL0523E297225;
viii) First Presbyterian Church - RP10S23E294199;

ix) lglesia Puerta Al Cielo (Door of Heaven) - RP880010300054;
x) Mountain View Christian Center - RP10523E322409, RP1.0523E32242Q;

xi) Primera lglesia Bautista Mexicana - RP10523E296650;

xii) Roman Catholic Diocese (St. Therese Little Flower Catholic Church) - RP880011670100,

Rp8M101003014A, Rp8M101004007A, RPBM1010040060, RP8M1010040120, RPBM1010040130;
xiii) Truth Tabernacle of Burley lD, lnc. - RP10S23E285943;

xiv) Zion Lutheran Church - RP10523E295250;
f) The following parcels were approved for tax exemption under lC 63-602C:

i) Burley Post #17 of the American Legion - RP880011680080;
ii) ldaho Youth Ranch lnc. - RP88001137027A;
iii) Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3043 - RP8B001016001B;
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10:46 AM Motion and Action: Approve all ofthe list that we have been provided for with the exception of the
Burley Bible Chapel, Assembly of the Apostolic, and the lnternational Church of the Foursquare Gospel for the
tax exemption, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member.

10:47 AM Restated Motion and Action: Approve everything on the paper with the exception of the three
churches and the IHC hospital, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member.
Motion passed una nimously.

i) Rebecca Taylor, an attorney for lHC, appeared via Zoom to explain the hospital's application. They have

requested 100% exemption for parcel RPBKP010010024 (Spring Creek Women's Health Clinic) and 97%

exemption for parcel RP10S23E216158 (main hospital) based on square footage being leased to other
entities within the hospital building.

j) Life Flight which is based at the airport is also exempt but that is the City's jurisdiction.

k) Adams will need to develop an accurate valuation of the hospital property in order to assess the
remaining 3% that is not eligible for tax exemption before assessments are sent out. This has not been

done before with the previous administration.
l) The Board was interested to learn how urgent care facilities differ from the hospital for tax exemption

status. The hospital application will be addressed next week after Adams has obtained more information
on their q uestions.

m) Adams reviewed the final group of applications which were land developers. According to lc63-602w
these lands are considered inventory until they are developed and are granted an exemption of 75o/o of
value annually until they've been built on.

n) Land's End #1B was crossed off from the approved portion of the list because every lot has a house on it
now. lt no longer qualifies under statute.

o) The following parcels were approved for tax exemption under lC 63-602W:

i) Carter CourtrAB Properties - RP10523E335403;

ii) Coombes/Gate Estate/Big Timber Construction - RP000850010010, RP11S23E054278,

RP11S23E054250, RP11S23E054210, RP11S23E054220, RP000450010100, RPSS0080010040,

RP10S23 E337220;

iii) Ferdinand/James Frank Davis - RP000910020120, RP000910020160, RP000910010020,

RP000910020010, RP000910020020, RP000910020030, RP000910020040, RP000910020050,

RP000910020060, RP000910020170, RP000910030020, RP000910030030, RP000910030080;

iv) Glacier Park Phase 6/TKO Homes LLC 1ots3,4,5, and 6 ofBlock6, 1ots4,5,6,7,8,9,10, and 11 of
Block 7, Lots LO, L7,12,13, 14, and 15 of Block 8;

v) Harrison Estates Phase 2 and 3A/ Horizon Development LLC - RP8HE310050060, RP8HE310050050,

RpBHE210020090, RPBHE310080050, RP8HE310080040;

vi) Hiland Hills LLC (Townhouse 5ub)/Cook - RPBHTO10000180, RPBHT010000190, RP8HTO10000200;
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g) The following parcel was approved for tax exemption under lC 63-602E: Goode Motor Education
Foundation lnc. - RP88001104001A;

h) The following parcel was approved for tax exemption under lC 63-602GG: Syringa Plaza lnc. -

RPB8001029001A.



vii) Homestead/Harris - RP000820010020, RP000820010030, RP000820010060, RP000820010070,
RP000820010080, RP000820010090, RP000820010100, Rp000820010110, Rp000820010120,
RP000820010130, RP000820010140, Rp000820010150, Rp000820010160, Rp000820010040;

viii) Mountain Heights LLC - RP8MH410010060, RPBMH410010070, RP8MH410010080,
RP8MH410030080, RP8MH410030090, RP8MH410030100, RP8MH410030110, Rp8MH410030120,
RPBMH410030130, RPBMH410030140, Rp8MH410040010, RpBMH410040020, RpBMH410040030,
RPBMH410040040, RP8MH410040050, RP8MH410040060, Rp8MH410040070, Rp8MH410060010,
RP8MH410050170;

ix) Pioneer Place/Pioneer Place Holding Corp. - RPOPP010010030, RPOPP010010040,

RPOPP010010090, RPOpp010010100, Rpopp0r.0010010, Rpopp010010020, Rpopp010010050,
RPOPP010010060, RPOPP010010070, RPOPP010010080, RpOpp010010110, RpOpp010010001,
RPOPP010010240, RPOPP01001"0230, RPOPP010010200, RpOpp010010190, RpOpp010010180,
RPOPP010010170, RPOPp010010120, RpOpp010010220, RpOpp010010210, Rpopp010010160,
RPOPP010010130, RPOPP010010150, RPOPP010010140;

x) South Hills Estates/Peterson, Tod & Michelle - RP8SH010020010, RP8SH010020020;

xi) South Hills Estates/Silcock - RP8SH010020100, RP8SH010020110, RPBSH010030020;

11:09 AM Motion and Action: Approve from the developer's list for the exemption, all of those in green except
for Land's End, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member. Motion passed

una nimously.

19) 1:59 PM Meet with Mary Darling of Darling Geomatics via Zoom
a) The Board entered an Executive Session pursuant to lC 74-206(l)(f) and (1)(i)

1:59 PM Motion and Action: Enter Executive Session pursuant to ldaho Code 5 74-206 (1) (f) to communicate
with legalcounsel regarding pending/imminently-likely litigation and ldaho Code 5 74-206 (1) (i) to
communicate with risk manager/insurer regarding pending/imm inently-likely claims, Moved by Kent R. Searle -

Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 3).

Yes: Kent R. Searle - Member, Bob Kunau - Member, Leonard M. Beck - Chair.

3:17 PM Upon exit of Executive Session, the board took the matter under advisement

UNFINISHED BUSINESS ACTION AGENDA ITEMS

20) 9:12 AM Discuss the Lava Ridge Wind Project
a) During discussion of the upcoming Region lV Development meeting, it was mentioned that Kirton

Mcconkie or Commissioner Schenk were expected to contact the counties and arrange for a discussion
on the matter either before or after the development meeting.

b) Searle reiterated his understanding that Jerome County had agreed to contribute $5,000.00 to the firm.
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c) 1:58 PM The Board needed more guidance and input from other counties before making any other
decisions on the matter.

21) Discuss and determine on going Gateway and/or Sage Grouse issues - not addressed.
221 9:L6 AM Discuss progress on potential preferred provider work-med agreements

a) Beck reported meeting with Bowen lnsurance tomorrow morning to determine the best route on the
different medical facilities for general care to keep county costs down.

23) 1:57 PM Proposed county building discussion
a) Kunau reported spending an hour in conversation with erstad Architects.
b) He stated that erstad will make some modifications to the design.

24) 9:15 AM County Fair grandstands construction matters including but not limited to payment requests

a) Beck reported the supports for the actual grandstands are being installed.
b) He reiterated the Fair Board wants to expand the existing restroom facilities and forego putting

restrooms under the grandstands. They've received some tentative estimates and it looks like it will be a

sizeable project. They will redouble their efforts to 8et sponsorships to cover the costs.
25) 3:18 PM Adjourn

3:18 PM Motion and Action: Adjourn, Moved by Kent R. Searle - Member, Seconded by Bob Kunau - Member
Motion passed unanimously.
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APPROVED:

Leonard M. Beck, Cha ir

DEPUTY CLERK OF THE BOARD:
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cally Velasquez
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